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China poured more cement between
2011 and 2013 than the US used in
the entire 20th century
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US law requires that eggs sold in supermarkets must
be washed. And EU law requires that eggs sold in
supermarkets must NOT be washed. Both do it to

prevent salmonella.
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WTF fun fact #5750

‘The drug Daraprim costs about 5 cents in
lndla compared to $750 in the Unlted States!
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In 1973, Mao Zedong told Henry Kissinger
that China had an excess of females and
offered the U.S. 10 million Chinese women.
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Before the US Independence, UK used to send their
convicts to the American Colonies, and it was only
after the independence that the prisoners were sent to
Australia.
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WTF fun fact #54%

Only 115 of the 800,000 reported "missing children" in the US
is the result of a “stereotypical kidnapping". Most kidnappings
in the US are by family members, often as a result of a
custody dispute. Children are 20x more likely to be killed by a
family member then by a stranger.
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WTF fun fact #bbl T
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WTF fun fact #2907

It’s illegal for drug companies to advertise to
consumers almost everywhere in the world. The
only exceptions are the US and New Zealand.
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WTF fun fact #4535

The largest single bloc of opposition to the elimination of the
penny from American currency circulation is the zinc
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WTF fun fact #9l

The Miracle Berry, or synsepalum dulcificum,
Is a fruit from West Africa which contains the
taste modifier Miraculin. When you eat the
fruit, the miraculin molecules bind to the
tongue causing sour foods to taste sweet.
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WTF fun fact #9958

Cats have a dominant paw very similar to how
humans have a dominant hand. These
preferences also differ by sex - same as in
humans. Males tend to prefer their left paws,
whereas females were more likely to be
righties.
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Glossy magazines are radioactive. They
are made with a white clay called kaolin
which contains elevated levels of

_uranium and thorium.
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WTF fun fact #9909
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Umami is the recently identified fifth taste.
It is described as a savory flavor and is

caused by glutamate, an amino acid. Itis
assoclated with foods like tomatoes, meat,
cheese, mushrooms, and more.
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The amniotic fluid in a mother's womb,
which can be nearly a liter of fluids at
30+ weeks, is replaced every 3 hours

towards the end of pregnancy.
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WTF fun fact #4818

Even after 20+ years of trillions of
Google searches, 1 in 6 search

gueries have never been searched
before.
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The 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic

medals were the first to include recycled
materials, including televisions, circuit
boards, keyboards and other cables.
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There's a persistent lava lake in Mount
Michael, a volcano on Saunders Island in
the Antarctic, which has been there since

at least 2003.
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WTF fun fact #94H3

Marie Curie, the first woman to win a Nobel
Prize and first person to win two, wasn't
legally allowed to attend college as a woman.
Instead, she attended the secret Polish Flying
University.
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WTF fun fact #4820

Sweden recycles 99% of locally produced
waste and gets paid to import trash from
the UK, Norway, Ireland, and others.
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There's an iPhone app to detect a ripe
watermelon. You repeatedly knock on
the fruit with phone's microphone
nearby and it analyzes the sound.
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Parietal cells in your stomach produce
hydrochloric acid which helps to break
down food. This acid is so
concentrated that one drop would eat
straight through a piece of wood.
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Americans spend an average of 37

minutes a day doing meal preparation and
cleanup. This is roughly half the amount of
time that was spent in the 1960's.

Meal preparation time varies across different groups

Minutes per day, 2014
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Australia's first police force (the
Night Watch) was made up of 12 of
the best behaved criminals.
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Americans eat 20 billion hot dogs
annually, which is about 70 hot dogs
per person. They are served in 95%

of American homes.
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WTF fun fact #9975

Twenty percent of all
marriages globally are
between first cousins.
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The city of Vancouver has banned
doorknobs on all new home
construction. They must instead
use levers.
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The Roncalli Circus in Germany has replaced live
animal acts with holographs created by 11
specialized projectors displaying from multiple
angles to create a flawless visual for all guests.
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A 2011 study found that there is a

genetic mutation in half the world’s
population which causes brussels
sprouts to taste very bitter to them.
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Before refrigerators, Russians
and Finns would put live brown
frogs in their milk to keep it from

spoiling.
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Almost all countries’ flags have
the color red or blue in them.

B Flag has red or blue
[ Flag has no red or blue
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The ten countries where it's worst to be female

Most dangerous countries for women ranked on 6 key criteria in 2018”

0 - INdia

e Afghanistan
e - Syria

0 E3 Somalia

9 B saudi Arabia e 9@
(6 Pakistan ; %39 o
o 2= Democratic Republic of Congo . 0 o
) == Yemen
€ 1 B Nigeria
EE United States

* Criteria include healthcare, discrimination, cultural traditions, sexual/non-sexual violence and human trafficking
n=survey of 550 experts on women's issues

@statistaCharts Source: Thomson Reuters Foundation statlsta 5
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Record Number Of Bombs Dropped On Afghanistan In 2018

Weapons released by the U.S. coalition over Afghanistan (2004-2018)

5,101 5,213"

4,896
4163 g 4,361
2,756
2,365
1,708
1,337
915 947 l
176
56 o T

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

* Up to Sep 2018. No data available from 2001 to 2003.

@ @ @ Excludes strikes by the Afghan Air Force. .
@statistaCharts  Source: U.S. Air Forces Central Command StatISta /|
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Nuclear weapons in 1945 and 2018 in comparison

Estimated yield of nuclear weapons in kilotons, TNT equivalent

1945 2018
15kt 22kt 455kt 800kt
"Little Boy" (Hiroshima) "Fat Man" (Nagasaki) Trident (SLBM) SS (ICBM)
United States United States United States Russia

*SLBM = Submarine launched ballistic missile

@ @ @ ICBM = Intercontinental ballistic missile .
@statistaCharts  Source: The Economist StatISta /|
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Saudi Arabia's Devastating Aerial Bombardment In Yemen

Estimated number of airstrikes by the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen (Mar 2015-Apr 2018)

1,000
Estimated Total”
800 17,243
600 w
400

4,
200 Apr 2018
202
Mar 2015

0
2015 2016 2017 2018
@ @ @ * Based on data from Al Jazeera and The Yemen Data Project .
@statistaCharts Sources: Al Jazeera, Yemen Data Project StatISta 5
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Casualties Of Explosive Violence In 2017

Number of casualties and civilian share as a result of explosive violence in 2017"

B Casualties @ Civilian Share

syria i [ 10 () 55

raq e |  :oc O 74%
atghanistan (K [N ss¢ Y s5%
pakistan g [ 258" (@ L0
somalia [EH [N 2234 O 7%
vemen == [ 2169 O 77%
Nigeria || Il JJl 1 488 O 66%
Egypt == [ 234 Q) 69%

India = JJ] 536 ) s0%

United Kingdom 5i& | 253 O 9%
@ @ @ * Killed and injured .

@statistaCharts  Source: Action On Armed Violence StatISta 5
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Large Parts Of Mosul Have Been Reduced To Rubble

Number and type of buildings destroyed in Mosul after 9 months of the battle

9,925 buildings have been severely damaged or completely destroyed
85% of which were homes

8,745 738 _397 253
Residential Roads and bridges Commercial and industrial Public buildings
25 22 18
=R mﬁ ="
Military and security Religious Sports and leisure
@statistaCharts Source: UN Habitat StatiSta 5
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Irag Launches Mosul Offensive

Figures behind the October 2016 offensive on Mosul

6,000

Isis fighters™ Iraqgi army soldiers”

i 7 s &

1.5m 200,000 60,000 250,000
people may people expected spaces in emergency more spaces
be impacted to be displaced sites available planned
@ @ @ * Estimated .
@statistaCharts Sources; OCHA, news reports statlsta 5
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Where Syria & Iraq's Foreign Fighters Come From

Estimated number of foreign fighters in Irag/Syria from selected countries in 2015

[
== Ge;rggny Russia
United Kingdom — 1,700
700
Turkey
i 1,400
France
1,550
i
Lebanon
900
Morocco
1,400 =
Saudi Arabia
= 2,275
Jordan
Tunisia 2,000
5,000

@statistaCharts Source: Homeland Security Committee m
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The Most And Least Expensive Countries For Broadband
Average cost of a broadband plan per month (U.S. dollars)

Iran mem | $5.37

Ukraine ™= | $5 51

Russian Federation mm | $9.93
Moldova ¥l | $10.80
Syria mmm | $12.15
Egypt mem | $12.42
Belarus Il | $12.77
Romania Ll || $13.47
Kazakhstan [ | $13.71
Georgia = || $16.68

W 0B ~N & L B W N =

=
(5

114 United States 2= $66.17

186 United Arab Emirates o= [ $155.16

187 Mali IFH [ $163.44

188 Zimbabwe = [ $170.00

189 Cook Islands s [ $172.96

190 cayman Islands &S [ $175.27

191 Haiti [EH [ $224.19

192 Laos KN I $231.03

193 Brunei ~ NG $267.87

194 Namibia 224 (NG ;- 0.67

195 Papua New Guinea il [N, <57 20
196 Burkina Faso [ |, 06 1.22

@® :
@Statistacgj?ts Source: Cable.co.uk statlsta 5
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New York City is built on an ancient mountain range so
old that it has eroded away entirely. Skyscrapers stand
where the bedrock is strongest but can't be built where it
isn't. That means the tall buildings mark the spots where
the mountains once stood.
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Over a million people live in underground nuclear
bunkers beneath the streets of Beijing.
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A retired man robbed a bank and wait for police, using a note
saying he'd rather be in jail than with his wife. He was sentenced
to home confinement.
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3000 years old perfectly edible honey was
found 3 years ago in Egypt.
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The United States occupied Greenland during WWII

to prevent it from being captured by the Nazis. After

the war ended, they offered to buy it from Denmark
for $100 million, but Denmark refused.
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All butterflies, given the opportunity,
will happily drink your blood.
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WTF fun fact #2297
Crocodiles cannot die of old age! They keep eating more

and more food as they grow until they finally die of hunger,
get diseases or being killed by a predator

l-.’.9 Gy )L°-’ )-" ) L (X yo (0 ‘_s-i‘**’)f )" L l—*—"-ér' asss) b Xye> (o

65

www.takbook.com



The "drink 8 glasses of water a day” is based on a 1945
recommendation that had no medical basis. The current

recommendation is "drink when you are thirsty, unless
you are outside on a hot day or are elderly- then drink a
bit more."
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Almost aII mammals take the same amount of time to
pee. The "Universal Law of Urination," as scientists call it,
says that an African elephant will empty its 42 gallon
bladder in nearly the same time that a Great Dane dog
WI|| empty |ts 0 4 gallon bladder. (Around 21 seconds)
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Torre Mayor, Mexico City, is one of the strongest buildings
on Earth, being designed to withstand earthquakes
measuring 8.5 on the Richter Scale. Occupants inside at
the time of the 2003 earthquake did not know that a 7.6
tremor had occurred
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'The Lion King' was originally supposed to be called 'King
of the Jungle,' until the filmmakers realized that lions live
on the savanna, not in the jungle.
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Wh n tr;e Mbna Llsa Was stolen from the
Louvre in 1911, the empty space it left on
the wall attracted more visitors than the

painting had.
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Crocodiles can jump vertically. The propelling of
their tail i1s strong enough to launch their whole
body out of the water.

698 8l Ll po iz (G950 it $390e Djge 4 Wily oo Ll

71

www.takbook.com



Sweden is actually increasing forest biomass despite being
the second largest exporter of paper in the world because
they plant 3 trees for each 1 they cut down
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In 1989, billionaire Richard Branson released a hot air
balloon shaped like a UFO and hired a midget dressed as
E.T. to scare people when it landed.
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If you want to know whether a diamond is real, breathe on it.
Diamonds are very efficient heat conductors, so the fog from your
breath will disappear aimost immediately if it is real. If the fog sticks

around a few seconds before clearing up, the rock is probably a
fake.
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WTF fun fact #9585
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The valals blacknose as very well adapted to the harsh oondltlons of
living in the high mountains, having an ability to graze even on the
stoniest and the steepest slopes. Extreme weather conditions, which
are often the case in the Valais alpine pastures, don’t faze them.
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WTF fun fact #9457
People who sing together form

emotional bonds.
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Every able-bodied resident of the Russian village
of Tsovkra can tightrope walk. The tradition goes
back more than 100 years and nobody is sure
how it started.
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Mongolia's navy consists of just one
boat and seven sailors. Only one of the
sailors knows how to swim.
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The soft soll that causes the Leaning Tower o
Piza to tilt has protected it from at least 4
strong earthquakes.
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Your standard 12 oz bear shaped jar of
honey is the life work of 864 bees.
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Alcohol doesn't make you forget anything.
When you get blackout drunk, the brain
temporarily loses the ability to create memories
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WTF fun fact #4411

L .
Dl g |y 650l sl ol (2Ule g hge aladl> oS 0,8 5,55

84

www.takbook.com



The founders of ‘Ben & Jerry’s’ learned how to make ice
cream by taking a $5 correspondence course offered by Penn
State because one of them couldn’t get into medical school
and the other couldn’t sell enough pottery to make a living.
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foct #9412

Andrew Jackson was the target of the first attempted
presidential assassination, however, when both of the
assassin's guns misfired, Jackson himself attacked the man
with his cane. The odds of both fully-functioning weapons
misfiring was about 125,000 to 1 according to investigators.
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A theme park in France employ ravens to clear the park
off cigarette butts in return for a reward (bird food).
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80% of males born in the Soviet Union
in 1923 did not survive World War |l.
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WTF fun fact #2942
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WTF fun fact #9207
Pluto has ice made out
of water and a blue sky.
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New York has been destroyed in more
movies than any other city.
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