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WTF fun fact #458H

There are more synapses (nerve connections) in
your brain than there are stars in the galaxy.
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WTF fun fact #4940

scientist have traced unusually regular
radio signals being emitted from
unknown object in the Galaxy M82
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factretriever.com
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In one of the worst prison disastersin US history, 322
inmates were killed and 150 injured when a fire broke outin
the Ohio State Penn on April 21, 1930. When some guards
refused to let inmates out of their cells, other inmates
overpowered the guards to rescue fellow prisoners.

"Prisoners Leftto Burn in Ohio Fire." History. November 13, 2009. Accessed: October
29,2019.
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Each day, 12 people die in the United States prison
system, or about 4,400 per year. In state and federal
prisons, most deaths are health related, such as

from cancer and heart disease. In local prisons, the top
cause is suicide.

Sawyer, Wendy, and Peter Wagner. "Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2019." Prison
Policy Initiative. March 19, 2019. Accessed: October 29, 2019.
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Figure |. Active Duty Military Deaths Since 2006
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Source: US. Department of Defense, Defense Manpower Data

Center (DMDC), Defense Casualty Analysis System report provided
to CRS, April 6,2021.

Note: Dataset for 202 | isincomplete.
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At least 11 5,000 Californians are homeless,

which is over 20% of the total US homeless
population.
California. Lonely Planet. October 29, 2019.
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In January 2014, it was estimated that the United States had a total
of 49,933 veterans. United States veterans are twice as likely to
become chronically homeless as regular civilians,
and women veterans are 4 times more likely to become homeless
than males. Veterans of the US Military tend to average 6 years of
homelessness, compared to 4 years for non-Veterans.

Shaw, Jerry. "10 Statistics You Didn't Know about Veteran Homelessness." News Max.
June 17, 2015. Accessed: January 26, 2016.
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Poverty, lack of support from groups or networks, and substandard
housing are often contributing factors to veteran homelessness in
the United States. About 50% of homeless veterans suffer from
disabilities, and two thirds have substance abuse problems.

Shaw, Jerry. "10 Statistics You Didn't Know about Veteran Homelessness." News Max.
June 17, 2015. Accessed: January 26, 2016.
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It is estimated that 1 in 3 returning soldiers has or is likely to
develop serious mental health and/or psychological issues, such as
PTSD or depression. Due to this likelihood, US soldiers also
experience higher rates of divorce, suicide, unemployment, and
homelessness than other civilians.

Lawhorne-Scott, Cheryland Don Philpott. Military Mental Health Care. Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2013.
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During 2008, 140 American soldiers committed suicide, breaking all
previous suicide records in the military. In the first four months of
2009, 91 soldiers committed suicide, leading some scholars to
claim there is a suicide epidemic in the military.

“MilitarySuicide Rate.” Chicago Tribune. May 29, 2009. Accessed: June 23, 2009.
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Since the Golden Gate Bridge opened in 1937, more than 1,200
people have jumped to their deaths, making it the number one

spot in the world for suicides.
Evans, Glen, et. al. The Encyclopedia of Suicide. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Facts on File,
Inc., 2003.
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Some chicken farmers in Bangladesh
have switched to raising ducks due to
climate change and more frequent
sudden flooding. Ducks can swim and
survive the floods while chickens cannot.
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WTF fun fact #17

The smallest turtle ever hatched at Pacific
Northwest Turtleworks weighing in at 1.22 grams.

| T witffunfact.com
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Wikipedia.com

—
Project Flower was a joint military project of Israel and [ran’ Pahlavi
Regime in July 1977. It was a collaborative effortto reproduce an
American-designed anti-ship Gabriel missile (with range 150-200 km). Iran
supplied Israel with $280 million worth of oil as a down payment. According
to a very senior source in the Israeli Military of Defense, the weapons deal
with Iran were fraudulent. With each of the six joint projects, the Israelis
planned to deceive the Iranians by providing them only an outdated
version of the weapon in question, while using Iranian money and land to
build a new generation for Israel's exclusive use.

Bergman, Ronen (2008). The Secret War with Iran: The 30-Year Clandestine Struggle
Againstthe World's Most Dangerous Terrorist Power. Simonand Schuster. p. 6.
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Yaakov Shaplro the Defense Ministry officialin charge of coordlnatlng the negotiations with
Iran from 1975to 1978, recalls: "In Iran they treated us like kings. Without the ties with Iran,
we would not have had the money to develop weaponry that is today in the front line of the
defense of the State of Israel.“ When the Multi-billion dollar Project Flower ended, the
Israeli engineers and defense officials returned to Israel and all the blueprints and diagrams
of the weapons systems were sent back via diplomatic courier, and Iran got nothing.

Bergman, Ronen (2008). The Secret War with Iran: The 30-Year Clandestine Struggle
Against the World's Most Dangerous Terrorist Power. Simon and Schuster. p. 6.

YYD cloll 1o ol b ol STie Sinles Jgims 45 siongs mly iz O35 plie oqmls 55,
5 057 e bo ) Wn,S o 055 laliol anlen Lo b !y a5 5,5 36 (Jlo T 51 ) 03 VAVA
Sl arwgs Glp (Geim 2Bz Gkl o) o b (olnl b BLIT ga (9305 (oo celbl |2
Y0 )k iz ojgn &5 (el €l ) Conl Siisitee w235 SO 08)) Sl 552 059yl &5
AL ded 5 WISl ) ol (i) Bhlis 4 Conigepo sollss Slalio 5 ppiige ey Gl 4 435S
Ol g oy 09 L Sildus g)bwe Boyb 3l albse |, Slbedis sl slble k)b g b

i olplwle G e (S5 )l DS

25



www . takbook . com

Taking a few moments to pause and observe nature can improve

your mood. Literally “stopping and smelling the roses” or noticing

things like a bird, a house plant, a dandelion in the side- walk, or

just the sun shining through the window can boost your happiness
and well-being.
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WTF fun fact #2260
This is a leopon ( a male leopard and a
female lion hybrid)
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WTF fun foct #5877
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WTF fun fact #60b

Forgiving others for their mistakes is
considered to be the number one trait
which gives most happiness to
humans.

wif-fun-facts.tumblr
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WTF fun fact #1414

Researchers have found there are 19
different types of smiles, but only six
occur when we're having a good time.
The rest happen when we're in pain,
embarrassed, uncomfortable, horrified,
or even miserable.

- 3 .
wiffunfact.com
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Many Believe Fake
News Articles

Studies have shown that
many Americans cannot
tell what news Is fake
and what news is real,
This can create
confusion and
misunderstanding
about important socinl
and political issues,
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Fake News Can Be
Harmful to Your
Health

There are many fake and
misieading news stories
refated to medical
treatments and major
diseases ke cancer or
diabetes Trusting these
false stories could lead
yOu to make decisions
that may be harmful to
your health
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HOW TO SP T FAKE NEWS

CONSIDER THE SOURCE READ BEYOND
Click away from the story to investigate Headlines can be outrageous in an effort
the site, its mission and its contact info. to get clicks. What’s the whole story?

Cn> E9:050 S duin bl 00isS o 43 g onin 48 (bl

A
CHECK THE AUTHOR SUPPORTING SOURCES?
Do a quick search on the author. Are Click on those links. Determine if the
they credible? Are they real? info given actually supports the story.
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CHECK THE DATE ISIT A JOKE?
Reposting old news stories doesn’t If it is too outlandish, it might be satire.

mean they’re relevant to current events.  Research the site and author to be sure.

Oliaebl 4151 L asS b o] sdin g ¢ s aso 0,by0 il S

ASK THE EXPERTS

Ask a librarian, or consult a
fact-checking site.
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ONE OF
THEMISN'T

WELCOME
AT KROGER.
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5.56 is meant for
war, .30-06 is for
hunting. Think of
your children.

oSl &l il )o & LalsT 6\,; li,).al samie <L) srls]
Al L bl [l 5 5058 (slp 5985 cnl jo gl (slo axla
S gl e 2P e S L asdd g el (S SlS e S 0.50
o> 3 g o)y e asdul ol des] alsl GliSegS S8 4 ol

[395 (oo 9,2 5 0,5 (S yal 50 coge

39



www . takbook . com

factretriever.com

DEB 7:.

The average American family carries a credit card
debt of $8,000.

“Secret History of the Credit Card.” PBS. Nov 23, 2004. Accessed: May 21, 2013.
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There are more stars in the sky
than grains of sand on the earth.
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wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact *3bbh

More people are killed by sand
castles than by sharks.
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This is the Sand cat.
The adult Sand cats look like little kittens and the
baby sand cats look like .... smaller kittens
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Ostriches don't bury their heads in sand and think they have
hidden from danger. They dig holes to bury their eggs. The myth
came about from people seeing ostriches putting their heads in

the holes to turn the eggs to ensure they are evenly heated.
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1. On year on Neptune Is
equal to almost 165 Earth
years!
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2. Venus doesn't have any
moons while Saturn has
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3. Pluto is only
2,371 km in
diameter.
Smaller than the
United States.
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4. Mars has

the largest
known 73
volcano in the
solar system.
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5. Mercury has been slowly
shrinking for around 4.5
billion years.
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WTF fun fact #7308

The planet Uranus was discovered before the
continent of Antarctica
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Antarctica is currently melting twice as
fast as it was in 2012.
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WTF fun foct #7865

There exists a waterfall in Antarctica that has a water source
completely devoid of oxygen containing a high amount of Iron
& Sodium. When the water is finally exposed to air as it flows
out of the glacier, it rusts coloring the water blood red making it
look like the glacier is bleeding!
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B-15 is the name of the world's largest iceberg
that broke off the Ross Ice Shelf in Antarctica in
2000. It was larger than Jamaica in size and
could still be seen from space floating off the
coast of South America in mid-2018.
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The ozone layer above Antarctica is showing
signs of healing, thanks to the worldwide ban
on chlorofluorocarbons. The hole in the
ozone may fully heal by 2080.

wtffunfact.com
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Gravity moves at the speed of light and is not
instantaneous. If the sun were to disappear,
we would continue our elliptical orbit for an
additional 8 minutes and 20 seconds, or the
same time it would take us to stop seeing the
light (according to general relativity).
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Humpback whales blow bubbles in a
circle to trap fish in a "bubble net" and
then swim up through the vortex to
swallow them.
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WTF fun fact #4%4%
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factretriever.com

Mistakes on a doctor’s note, mainly due to
messy handwriting, kill over 7,000 people
in the U.S. each year.

Caplan, Jeremy. “Cause of Death: Sloppy Deaths.” Time. January 15, 2007. Accessed:
January 30, 2016.
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WTF fun fact #bb4h

As soon as 2100 Humanity could begin to suffocate due

to an average 6 degree Celsius increase in temperature

disrupting the process of photosynthesis in two thirds of
the world's oxygen producing organisms.
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There are still unexplored
passageways in the Great
Pyramid of Giza in Egypt.
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The Great Pyramid is made of 6.3 million tons of
material which is more matenial than it took to build all
the churches and cathedrals in England.The Pyramid

base covers 13 acres and is flat and level to within 1cm
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WTF fun fact #4A

The Pyramids of Giza were more ancient to the
ancient Romans, than Rome is ancient to us.
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There are more pyramids in the northern Sudanese
desert than there are in the entire country of Egypt
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The Great Pyramid was shiny
like a glass 4,000 years ago.
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factretriever.com
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By changing the definition of what “news” means and
where it can be read, the internet has given rise to the

ability for practically anyone to create fake news.

Carson, James. “Fake News: What Exactly|s lt—and How Can You Spot It?" The
Telegraph, November 20, 2019. Accessed: February 29, 2020.
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factretriever.com
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THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER
FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

One motive for the creation of fake news

is money, in the form of advertising income
generated by attracting web traffic through the
use of pop-up websites making sensational—and
false—claims.

Carson, James. “Fake News: What Exactlyls lt—and How Can You Spot [t?” The
Telegraph, November 20, 2019. Accessed: February 29, 2020.
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fa ctretriever.com

c\\,.boo

MPs - ONE MILLION PEOPLE say:
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When initially asked about the idea that fake news
posted on Facebook helped influence elections,
CEO Mark Zuckerberg thought it a crazy idea. He
has since, however, retracted his statements.

Carson, James. “Fake News: What Exactly|s It—and How Can You Spot [t?" The
Telegraph, November 20, 2019. Accessed: February 29, 2020.
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One of the potential harms of fake news is that people can develop
a mistrust of news in general, regardless of the source.

Carson, James.”

Fake News: What Exactly|s lt—and How Can You Spot It?" The
Telegraph, November 20, 2019. Accessed: February 29, 2020.
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factretriever.com

It is very difficult to prove libel in the case of false news about
public figures; the celebrity must go beyond proving that the facts
of the story are false and show that the newspaper printed the
story with actual “malice.”

"

How the Tabloids Stay Out of Court.” The New York Times Archives,January4, 1991.
Accessed: February 27, 2020.
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Fake News Is A Real Problem

Facebook engagement of the top five fake election stories’

Headline Engagements

"Pope Francis Shocks World, Endorses Donald
Trump for President, Releases Statement" 960,000
Ending the Fed

"Wikileaks CONFIRMS Hillary Sold Weabons to
ISIS...Then Drops Another BOMBSHELL! Breaking News" 789,000
The Political Insider
"IT'S OVER: Hillary's ISIS Email Just Leaked & It's
Worse Than Anyone Could Have imagined" 754,000
Ending the Fed
"Just Read The Law: Hillary Is Disqualified From
Holding Any Federal Office" 701,000
Ending the Fed

"FBI Agent Suspected in Hillary Email Leaks Found
Dead in Appartment Murder-Suicide" 567,000
Denver Guardian

Total Facebook engagement for top 20 election stories (August-election day)
Fake news (N C.7 M
Mainstream news (S 7 2 ™

@ @ @ * Engagement is measured as total number of shares, reactions and comments .
@statistaCharts  Source: Buzzsumo via Buzzfeed StatISta s |
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The Pentagon spends US$300,000 per year to study
body language of Putin and other world leaders.
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WTF foct #2577

Luis Garavito, the world's most dangerous serial
killer (140 victims) only has to serve 22 years in
prison and could be released by 2021.
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L2

A Brazilian senal killer, Pednnho Matador who
killed more than 70 people, is now roaming free
because the Braziian law system prohibits
anyone from spending more than 30 years
behind bars,
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A former Texas nurse poisoned and killed up to 46
children and was sentenced to over 150 years in prison.
She will be released in 2017 to prevent prison crowding.
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The United States is actually the serial killer
capital of the world.
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Archivist and researcher Thomas Hargrove,
who works with the non-profit Murder

Accountability Project (MAP), estimates that
some 2,000 serial killers are at large in the
United States.
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One of the most prolific
serial killer in history
(killed at least 300 girls)
was released on a
$50 bail in 1998,
and is currently free.

% facebook.com/WhatTheFacts2
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Most serial killers kill for enjoyment or financial gain
Percentage of US serial killers who claimed to kill for the following reasons

Enjoyment 31.8%
Financial gain 30.1%
Anger 18.1%
(Multiple) 9.8%

Gang activity

Avoid arrest I1.4%
Cult IO.7%
Hallucinations IO.?%
Convenience IO.S%
Attention IO.S%

Graphic: Zachary Crockett/Vox
Source: Radford University/FGCU Serial Killer Database ' ;gx
Based on records from 3,019 serial killers, 1900 to present
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Over Half Of Americans Have Had A Family Member

Share of Americans who have had the following incarcerated

113 million |||||||||

Immediate/ Immediate Sibling Parent Spouse or Child
extended family co-parent
family member member
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The World Behind Bars

Prison population per 100,000 of national population

USA &£ 639

. e — 1 ]
rurkmenisten @ (TR S >
wwanda < [N Y
cova [N]SR - -
I
Palauo-lllllllllllllllllllllr -
Virgin
stands (10 -l||||||l||||||||||||||||- “7
Thailand & [N E=—— |
Pff"“""a-‘_

* Data retrieved on Aug 27th, 2021
Source: ICPR
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The People Killed by
U.S. Police in 2021

Breakdown of people shot and killed by police
in the United States in 2021

Gender Race

White Unknown
Male 201 503

831

Other 8

| emale50
Were armed with

Knife Unknown
13 80

Other
Weapon
62

Vehicle
43

Source: Washington Post
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Tlachihualtepetl, a giant pyramid hidden
Inside a mountain in modern-day Mexico, is
the world's largest monument. It has a base

450 meters wide and 66 meters tall and is
four times the size of the Great Pyramid at
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The Mayans constructed their temples so that a
handclap at the base of the temple produces an
echo that sounds like the call of the sacred
Quetzal bird, which they believed was a
messenger of the gods. The technique is now
known as a "Bragg diffraction grating."
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During the grand opening of the great pyramid of Tenochtitlan
in 1487 the Aztecs sacrificed 84,000 people in four days.
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Savak Agent Describes How He Tortured Hundreds

-
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Time magazine on February 19, 1979, described SAVAK as having "long been Iran's
most hated and feared institution” which had "tortured and murdered thousands of
the Shah's opponents." The Federation of American Scientists also found it guilty of
"the torture and execution of thousands of political prisoners" and symbolizing "the
Shah's rule from 1963—79." The FAS list of SAVAK torture methods included "electric
shock, whipping, beating, inserting broken glass and pouring boiling water into the
rectum, tying weights to the testicles, and the extraction of teeth and nails."”

Ministry of Security SAVAKArchived 2012-10-04 at the Machine, Federation of American
Scientists. https:/iweb._archive.org/web/20121004210413/http://www fas.org/irp/world/iran/savak/index. html
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ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

The shah’s twin sister, Princess Ashraf Pahlavi. had been allegedly involved in cases of
narcotics trafficking and associated with international criminal organizations. It was
reported that in 1967, while on her way out of Geneva airport, Ashraf’s luggage was
searched by the Swiss antinarcotics police, who allegedly found large amounts of
heroin. Because of her diplomatic immunity. she was not prosecuted, but the
international media covered the event in-depth, causing a scandal. Swiss and French
newspapers spread the news about the incident, although official accounts have so far
remained contested, especially by supporters of the Pahlavi monarchy.

Maziyar Ghiabi, Managing Disorder in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University
Press; 2019.
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The American intelligence was well informed about the Shah’s acolytes’ role
in the international narcotic trade. CIA reported that among the families
directly involved in the narcotic affairs, apart from the Pahlavi, they had
mentioned the ‘Vahabzadeh. Ebtehajh, Namazee and Ardalan families’.

Ryan Gingeras, ‘Istanbul Confidential: Heroin, Espionage, and Politics in Cold War Tarkey, 1945-1960°, Diplomatic
History (2013), 25.
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Built up by forced sales and confiscations of estates, Reza
Shah was "the richest man in Iran" and "left to his heir estates
totaling over 3 million acres. A 1932 report of British Embassy in

Tehran indicates that Reza Shah developed an "unholy interest in
land" and jailed families until they agreed to sell their properties.

Ervand Abrahamian. Iran Between Two Revolutions. Princeton University Press, 1982, p.
517, ISBN 0691101345
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According to William Shawcross, hundreds of call

girls from Madame Claude's establishment in Paris passed
through Tehran for Mohammad Reza Shah and members of
his court.

William Shawcross. The Shah's Last Ride, Simon & Schuster, 1989, p. 96 ISBN 067168745X
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Suicide is the 8th leading cause of death in the United States.

Evans, Glen, et. al. The Encyclopedia of Suicide. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Facts on File, Inc., 2003.
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In 2020, a lightning bolt extended a total of
477.2 miles and spread across 3 states:
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas. It set a
new world record for the longest flash. The
previous record was from 2018 in Brazil at
Just over 440 miles.
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- wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #2304
In the US, Carbon Monoxide is used in
modiﬁedatnospherepackagmgtednmqueln
order to make the meat appear fresher. This
practice is banned in Canada, Japan,

Singapore, and the Eumpean Umon

wtffunfact.com
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Rainbows are a full circle and that it is
possible to see them from a plane.
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Tis is nt a spiral. It’ atually a series of
concentric circles, but their decreasing size and
the misalignment of the checkered patterns

convinces your brain otherwise.
» vvwny

wiffunfact.com
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Bande sonore originale du film de JUSTJAE(:K[N
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Madame Claude brothel, based in Paris, was one of the most expensive
prostitution network in the world in 1960s and 1970s. The Shah of Iran had a
weekly standing order for Madame Claude girls on the royal flight to Tehran
on Fridays. He was one of the loyal clients of Claude girls, hired hundreds of

girls and gave them gifts of jewels.

Hannah Sparks, The naughty story behind France’s most elite brothel gets Netflix treatment, website:
https://nypost. com/2021/04/05/the-sexy-history-behind-frances-most-elite-brothel/, Accessed on 2022/01/02
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In 1960, the Swiss authorities warned of an Iranian national,
Hushang Davvalu, a high-ranking official of Pahlavi Court,
suspected of shipping heroin into Europe. Ten years later, the police
searched his house in Switzerland, where they found narcotics.
However, Davvalu was allowed to return home to Tehran.

Maziyar Ghiabi, Managing Disorder in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press;
2019.
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Hamid-Reza Pahlavi, the Shah’s younger brother, is described in the account

of the SAVAK as ‘having established in Takht-e Jamshid Street a
headquarter, which used air companies to smuggle drugs. especially opium
from outside the country into Iran, to produce heroin and then distribute it in
Tehran and other cities’. The document describes also the involvement of
high officials in the army who at times escorted the prince mn his business
trips. Hamid-Reza reached considerable fame to the point that the best

heroin available in Tehran, in the 1960s, was known as heroin-e hamid-reza.

Maziyar Ghiabi, Managing Disorder in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press;
2019.
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The other brother of the Shah, Mahmud-Reza. had also been caught up in the business. He was

a bon vivant with a habit for opium and heroin. Since 1951. American officials have also been
observing the movements and affairs of Mahmoud-Reza across the Mediterranean Sea and the
Atlantic Ocean. In February of that same year. Charles Siragusa. an experienced investigator of the
FBN. spotted the prince ‘in a purple Cadillac with two beautiful women’ in Hamburg. The FBN
discovered that Mahmud-Reza, under the alias Marmoud Kawa. smuggled heroin between Tehran.
Paris. New York and Detroit, buf the United States never followed up the lead in this case and
instead arrested an Armenian associate of the prince. who operated a network. among whom were
part also Iran’s counsels in Brussels and Cairo. Thence. Iran’s diplomatic corps acquired the
reputation of a drug trafficking network, despite attempts to cover up the scandals.

Maziyar Ghiabi, Managing Disorder in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Cambridge (UK): Cambridge University Press;
2019.

@ oliel b odb pde g (Blhe 9,8 S gl o 05 Slge BB I 50 13 cssley Lojogeme ol ol Koo
v ,0 Lo ,050mme daly, 5 OS50 5 0l ¢ oS5 ol Slolie (VYY) VABY Jlo 5l 09 oplg,m g Sb S
Gl a2l ST S dassST s 3lz s Glod (et dy68 )0 gy ulbl Lugildl g ail a6l o
Uiy Sl o 50 (I jguale 0 jo 1 eslzals cpl (155 sl jaske Blge b ablie J1us olejle) ol (o
pb b Lo jogemme a5 0,8 atS IS0 pal jasee slge b ablie J1d plojle 05 olulis Loj o) 90 b S,
SV Ll S oo BB (dgye (lug s g S hmen (b OIS Slased G S oge Lo et
Slezlal ) ol b o eolials rol MSon ose 5 5 3 S el o [y 5l 5,0 (S T et
(ot OF 50,8 culosl )5 (oo o ol 1) (aingy 0 5 JuSTg 5o il Slea Sy il 51 (ot a9
sla aed o &S Lo 4 ol CwgS> Glalekns 098 da sy 05 Olen Gl QAW g2y L

WD jghien oS dlge 3>

99



www . takbook . com

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

The Shah’s own family was involved in the narcotics trade, even while it was
supposedly illegal. Princess Ashraf, Shah's twin sister, was arrested in Geneva in
1960 when she was found to be carrying suitcases containing $2 million worth of
heroin. She was regarded as Iran's main drug dealer until 1979.

*Richard Morrock. The Psychology of Genocide and Violent Oppression: A Study of Mass Cruelty from Nazi
Germany to Rwanda. McFarland & Company, 2010, p.144, ISBN 0786456280
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In October 2015, Twitter blew up because this
man got on an airplane and was seated next to
a complete stranger who looks exactly like him.
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Court patronage served as the third pillar of the New Pahlavi dy‘nas -Reza Shah.
the son of a small landowner. and the former colonel who had lived on a modest
salary in 1921. accumulated enough wealth during his reign to become the richest
man in Iran. A sympathetic biography. published in the West . admits that on his
abdication Reza Shah left to his heir estate s totaling over 3 million acres. These
estates. which were concentrated in the fertile province of Mazandaran, were
obtained partly by outright confiscations, partly of forced sales. and partly by
dubious claims to royal domain that had been alienated during the previous
cenfury.

Ervand Abrahamian. /ran Between Two Revolutions. Princeton University Press, 1982, p. 137, ISBN 0691101345

S8 a8 weld Lo, .08, oo sled 4 g5l Oledgd paw (st Olgie a lys 5l Slasiy
Ol $0peiws L (VT ) VATY Lo )3 a5 3g) (3138 (rdin pdl 505 5 090 S oS Mo
Olnl Sye (niaiadyy oS og andlil W (6,08 4 095 CwegSe (g 0 05 e (S
3ol S ey o aS eals 181 el iiie o, j0 aS of wllles aliSwi) SOy ol
(22 50 0Lk VY 51 G ) 0T ygedeon Y51 s Logarme Conmg 2y (SOl ol Lo w503
Slhsau g 8 i liile 735 Gl jo a5 S cpl SIS Gl 095 (Bl
b 3 i 5 a6 ybzl Slodn by it el Cows 4 LISET o0las g o)
ahb a wil oad colal Gt o8 50 (Suble Gline) &5 nl » e ol (2 Slaledl

WAL 60 p

103



www . takbook . com

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

The British legation reported that Reza Shah, with his “unholy
interest” in property, expropriated the land of one major landowner
for plotting against the state, and confiscated the villages of another
for neglecting national resources. This property financed the
establishment of royal hotels, casinos, palaces, companies,
foundations, and led to a proliferation of court positions, salaries,

pensions, and sinecures.
Ervand Abrahamian. Iran Between Two Revolutions. Princeton University Press, 1982, p. 137, ISBN 0691101345
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Aﬂer Iaylng eggs the female octopus only
function is to protect and tend to their eggs.
They remain stationary for anywhere from
months to years depending on the species of
octopus, uninterested in food and slowly dying.
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When hungry bears tear into a beehive,
they are actually looking for tasty bee
pupae, larvae, and eggs, which provides
them with fat and protein instead of the
honey Wthh IS primarily sugar.
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In October 1971 the Shah of Persia held the most expensive and

extravagant party ever to celebrate the monarchy’s 2,500th anniversary, when
his people were still too poor and lack schools. The Shah had celebrated the
2500th year of the Persian empire but the Iranian people were missing from
the party. He didn’t even invite his ministers. It was a celebration of Persia
without its people who were the reason Persia thrived as one of the world’s
biggest and strongest empires in history. Many historians regard the party as
one of the main events that led to the eventual downfall of the Shah'’s regime

in 1979.

Abdullah Safi, The Biggest Party Ever, History of Yesterday, website: https://historyofyesterday.com/the-
biggest-party-ever-816662221283, Accessed on 2022/01/02

VOr e o8l (pia sln 1)y )b (Sl (235 9 005 (Olnl ol (VY0 1) VAV 25T 5o
sy pgyme Jeazs 5T Sl ()l 5 2ogy 5eid Sl Gll poye a5 (b o0 05 Ly alicals Al
ol 5 il pope Lolal 45 CEF o pd 1) oltielie 6)gleel oS el YO+ Jl> s ol
Py o9 B 59 Ol (pie 0,85 Dges puilye nl 5]y 395 Glnje (S gl g ol (Sleges
Ol 65l )k 5 Bl ol Jds a5 wog 5988 cnl poye cpl Lulul aST ol 1555 (] 2
Ol b, 5l ko 08, (oo jled 4 )l Sl ygilnel (e ;08 9 (S ) (e Olgre &

Jlo j0 ol 125, (S5 4 pmie Cols o a5 aile o pleslangy o pege 51 (SO Glgie 1y Sleges
A (YYAY) Yava

107



www . takbook . com

Bees make bee glue (propolis) by
mixing saliva and beeswax with tree
sap or similar. It is used as a sealant
for unwanted open spaces in the hlve
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The blue-banded bee (Amegilla

murrayensis) head-bangs flowers

350x a second in order to obtain
pollen.
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In 2015, scared neighbors in Sydney, Australia. called the
police over a domestic dispute when they heard a woman
screaming, furniture crashing and a man yelling "I'm going
to kill you, you're dead! Die Die!" When the police arrived,
they discovered it was just a man trying to Kkill a spider.
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Honey bee's will only die after stinging
mammals with thick skin, but can freely
sting other insects such a spiders.

wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #5471

Giant tarantulas keep tiny frogs as pets. Insects
will eat the burrowing tarantulas’ eggs - so the
spiders protect the frogs from predators, and in

return the frogs eat the insects.
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A recent study found limpet teeth, which they
use to scrape food off _are made from the
strongest blologml material in nature. The
matenal the mollusc’s teeth are made out of is
about five times as strong as spider silk, the
former tltle holder.
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Some cats are allergic to
humans.
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There was a now extinct species of
crocodile that could gallop.
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When a crocodlle loses a tooth,

It is quickly replaced by a new
tooth. They can go through 8000
teeth over a lifetime.
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WTF fun fact #4012
A man rescued a dying crocodile, looked after it, tried to release
the croc into the wild, but the croc kept coming back. The two
became ‘best friends’ and for the next 20 years, Chito (man)

used to get into the water to SWIM, KISS, HUG, PLAY with
‘Pocho’ the 5-meter, 450kg croc.
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A crocodile can’t move its tongue and
cannot chew. Its digestive juices are so
strong that it can digest a steel nail.
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The phrase 'crocodile tears' refers to a medieval
belief that crocodiles shed tears of sadness when
killing and consuming their prey

wiffunfact.com
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There is a crocodile named "Gustave" who
allegedly killed as many as 300 people
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fact #3001
Crocodlle measuring 8.6m (28ft). Shot by
a hunter in Queensland, Australia in 1957.
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WTF fun fact #5944
Crocodiles can climb trees.
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Crocodiles, Alligators and Flounders have no finite
life span, but continue to live forever unless affected
by their environment.
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WTF fun fact #4544
Hitler had a pet alligator (Mississippi alligator),
named Saturn, now age 85, that Russians
were gifted by British government and it still
lives and can be seen in Moscow Zoo.
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Alllgatorshave been a Idr“ig-;unning problem for
NASA, including climbing over their fences and
entering buildings over night

wiffunfact.com
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In June of 1963, the arrest of Ayatollah Khomeini brought popular disgust with the
Shah’s Regime to a climax, and a major uprising shook the throne. In Qum, Tehran,
Shiraz, Mashhad, Isfahan, Kashan and other cities. unarmed demonstrators confronted
the Shah’s US-trained and —equipped army, which, upon the command to shoot to kill,
slaughtered not less than 15.000 people in the space of a few days.

Islam and Revolution |, Writings and Declarations of Imam Khomeini, annotated by Hamid Algar, Routledge Taylor
and Francis Group, New York, 1981, p.17
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In 2014 Walmart China had to recall donkey
meat products because testing revealed they
contained fox meat
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Sir Archy, one of the first great American race
horses, retired because "there were no opponents
willing to race against him." His offspring were also

so successful that they were effectively banned.

wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #7150

The "Demon Duck of Doom," an extinct flightless bird
that lived in what is now Australia. It stood over 8 ft tall,
and had a skull larger than that of some horses. Despite
the mckname it was more closely related to the chicken.
A 243 . © N 7
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WTF fun fact #1904

On average, a person walks
past 7 psychopaths a day.
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Changing how you walk affects
your mood.
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A guy designed a device that lets
you take your fish for a walk.
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WTF fun fact #7181

The average person walks the equivalent
of five times around the world throughout

their lifetime.

l wiffunfact.com
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On the Moon, it would be possible
for humans to walk on water.

wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #2400

A year of walking across China,
before and after.
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WTF fun fact #1045

Muhammad Ali's star on the Hollywood
alk of fame is not on the sidewalk. It is
on the wall of Kodak/Dolby theater
because of his request that the name
of Muhammad not be walked on.

| : wiffunfact.com
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Muhammad Ali gave his first Olympic medal to
his old high school teacher who had previously
said "you ain't never gonna be nuthin."
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Originally known as Cassius

Islam in 1964.In 1967, Ali who was an American boxer and three-time World
Heavyweight Champion, refused to be inducted into the U.S. military based on his
religious beliefs and opposition to the Vietnam War. He was arrested and found guilty
on draft evasion charges. stripped of his boxing title, and his boxing license was

suspended and did not fight again for nearly four years.
Muhammad Ali, Hollywood walk of fame, hitps/Avalkoffame.com/muhammad-ali/, Accessed on 2022/01/02.
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In 22 March 2003, just days after the invasion of Iraq by the United States
and 1ts allies began, A U.S. Patriot missile shot down a British Panavia
Tornado GR.4A of No. 13 Squadron RAF killing the crew. U.S. Army
Patriot missile battery’s computer picked up one of the two jets, and decided
it was an enemy missile flying straight down toward it. The system flashed
alerts in front of its human crew, telling them they were in danger. They
fired.

The U.S. says humans will always be in control of Al w: veapons. But the age of autonomous war is already here.,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technolo; i-W - ili . Accessed on 2022/01/02.
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On Monday, 24 March 2003, at 15:40 local time about 30 miles south of An
Najaf, Iraq, an USAF F-16CJ Block 50, en route to Baghdad, was locked-on
by an US Army MIM-104 Patriot PAC-3 SAM battery. As self-defense, the
F-16CJ launched an AGM-88C HARM and hit the radar of the Patriot
battery. This friendly fire incident was despite the US$3 billion. since the
1990-1991 Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm, that the US DOD
expended to enhance the Patriot.

The U.S. says humans will always be in control of Al weapons. But the age of autonomous war is already here.,
07/07/ai-weapons-us-militaryr, Accessed on 2022/01/02.
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It took another friendly-fire incident almost two weeks
later, when the Patriot missile system shot down U.S.
Navy F-18 airplane and killed its crew, for strict rules to
be put in place that effectively stopped the missile

batteries from operating for the remainder of the war.

The U.S. says humans will always be in control of Al weapons. But the age of autonomous war is already here.,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/07/07/ai-weapons-us-military;, Accessed on 2022/01/02
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WTF fun fact #2295

All the air in potato chip bags we complain about is
actually Nitrogen and serves a purpose. It preserves
the crispiness and provides cushion during shipping.

Classic
Classique
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A senior SAVAK officer later wrote that after Siahkal mterrogators were sent abroad for "scientific” training to
prevent unwanted deaths from "brute force" Brute force was supplemented with the bastinado; sleep deprivation;
extensive solitary confinement; glarning searchlights; standing i one place for hours on end; nail extractions;
snakes (favored for use with women); electrical shocks with caitle prods. often into the rectum; cigarette burns;
sitting on hot grills; acid dripped into nostrls: near-drownings; mock executions; and an electric chair with alarge
metal mask to muffle screams while amplifying them for the victim  This latter contraption was dubbed the
Apollo—an allusion to the American space capsules. Prisoners were also humiliated by being raped. urinated on,
and forced to stand naked.

Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran, (University of
California), 1999, p. 106.
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On September 18, 1978 the Iraman Central Bank published a list of 177 promment
individuals in Pahlavi dynasty who had recently transferred over $2 billion out of the
country. The list said that Sharif Emami had transferred some $31 million, General
Oveissi $15 million, Namazi $9 million, General Moghaddam $2 million, the mayor
of Tehran $6 million, the minister of health $7 million. and the director of the
National Iranian Oil Company over $60 million.

Ervand Abrahamian. lran Between Two Revolutions. Princeton University Press, 1982, ISBN 0691101345, p. 517.
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WTF fun foct #bl14

Camels can hold a grudge and wait

for opportunity to take revenge.

wiffunfact.com
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Oysters make pearis so they can feel better. When a grain of
sand or debris gets stuck in their bodies, they ease the pain and
irritation by coating it with multiple layers of nacre, the mineral
that lines the inside of their shells, and pearl begins to form.
Basically, pearls are like blisters, only much prettier.
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Potato chips were invented after a chef lost his
temper with a customer who kept asking for his
potatoes to be more fried and thinner.

. ,.

wiffunfact.com
Sl o 5l 5l So A wl gl Gl Gl e (e e ez
T 9 S (See) o &5 5,5 (o0 SuleS )0 plie a5 093 (L i
b leac wasl oo,

147



www . takbook . com

the potato chip was believed to have originated in 1853 when a chef
had his fried potatoes sent back by an annoyed customer multiple
times because the potatoes were "too thick". He was fed up, cut the
potatoes razor thin, and put extra salt on them. The customer, to his
surprise, loved it.

wtffunfact com
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A 61-Year Old Potato farmer won a 544
Ultramarathon because he continued to
run whilst the other competitors slept

wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #9125

The crunch of a potato chip, an apple, or
a carrot in your mouth creates a mini

sonic boom and signals freshness.
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WTF tun fact #4%
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WTF fun fact #0759

Peru is home to ~3800 different types
of potatoes, having been
domesticated there some ~10,000
years ago. They differ in size, shape,
color, skin, pulp, texture, and taste.

dwtffunfact.com
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In order to popularize potatoes in France, Antoine-Augustin
Parmentier placed armed guards around his potato fields,
instructing the guards to accept all bribes and allow people to
"steal" the crop.
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WTF fun fact #1491

You can survive entirely on potatoes and butter,
which provide all necessary nutrients the
human body needs.

-
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WTF fun fact #H572(

Potatoes have almost all nutrients humans need

to survive. To prove this, the Executive Director

from the Washington State Potato Commission
ate nothing but potatoes for 60 days.
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WTF fun fact #4499
The Incas measured their units of time

by how long it took to cook a potato.
-
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[TF fun foct #2043
The technlcal name for a Pnngle chip's
shape is a truncated hyperbolic parabaloid.
Their shape gives them the correct
aerodynamics for flight (so they don't fly off
the production line) and the structural integrity

to ensure break-free transport in their tube.
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WTF fun fact #7lb
Can you believe this potato
chips bag is a drawing?

wiffunfact.com
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WTF fun fact #7548

Mankind has already started growing food
in space - namely, potatoes, in 1995.
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WTF fun fact #2406

Animal behvior changes before major natural
disasters. Most recently, a sea turtle named Milly
seemed to predict the volcano eruption in Tonga

when she made a sharp tum away from the island
even though she had been swimming straight
towards it for 47 straight days.
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”Int'elvllige“r‘lt'?r‘i“e“n and womenare .‘easily annoyed by
people in general but tend to say nothing in attempt to

VLILIUL G elil
o APl 005l (1R caws S Glol 4 (gl (U5 5 ploye (IS b &
QS 5l 0098 (51 0, line 31U AT s U syl Jiled Lol caiguls

162



www . takbook . com

It Is Possible To Only Have High Blood Pressure In The
Doctor's Office And It Is Called "White Coat Syndrome”

——

. - wiffunfact.com
g g YU e Jlid o Sy Cdao jo 1add aS o4lo 09z g Sl

B0 gS (o0 Cowbw g9, (S Lo sy (il

163



www . takbook . com

There are more tigers privately owned by US
citizens than in the wild worldwide

wiffunfact.com
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In Pahlavi era. between 1973 and 1976, corruption rose. With a few minor exceptions,
this principally involved people in the court circles and members of the royal family,
their partners, and friends. The Shah was not sensitive to the issue of corruption. He
considered it normal for his close relatives and others to receive commissions from
firms doing business in Iran. The only issues of corruption that were addressed every

now and then were petty matters relating to custom officials. members of guilds, and

minor civil servants.
Manouchehr Ganiji. Defying the Iranian Revolution: From a Minister to the Shah to a Leader of
Resistance. Praeger Publishers, 2002, p. 9.
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A - | 8 0
In Pahlavi era, not once was public mention made of the working of the Bank of
Omran, the Pahlavi Foundation’s activities. the court, or the court’s circles — the
Shah’s closest friends or his close relatives’ personal fortunes. A brother-in-law of the
Shah, who headed Iran’s Air Force, left a very big fortune upon his death. He was an
officer of modest means when he married the Shah’s half sister some twenty years
earlier. A half brother who recently passed away in the United States was known to be
involved in large-scale poppy farming, an illegal activity, in the southeastern province

of Kirman. He was never questioned or investigated.

Manouchehr Ganiji. Defying the Iranian Revolution: From a Minister to the Shah to a Leader of
Resistance. Praeger Publishers, 2002, p. 9.
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WTF fun fact #54H

Over 80% of people remain quiet even
when they really want to say something in
order to avoid an argument with someone

they care about.

wiffunfact.com
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There were real life ‘Hobbit people’ living on an Indonesian island
18,000 years ago. Fully-grown adults were only about 3 feet tall.
Studies show they were likely a result of insular dwarfism, where
species trapped on an island shrink in size. The same island was

also once inhabited by miniature elephants.
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WTF fun fact #*blle

ALESSANDRA MINICONA
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WTF fun fact #4000

Studies show that people are far more
likely to regret things they haven't
done than things they have done.
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When cryin‘g for help, call out specific people
(eg. "you with the green shirt!"). It makes
people more likely to act.
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Only three humans have ever died
outside of the Earth's atmosphere.
All three from the same mission.
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Tilly Smith who, at age 10, helped save her family and

hundreds of tourists in Thailand from the 2004 tsunami

by recognizing warning signs of a tsunami that she had
learned in her geography class two weeks earlier.
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This young man sits on the side of Empire Road in South Africa
and instead of begging he provides book reviews. He collects
all these books, reads each of them, and provides reviews for
people passing by. If you like the review, he will try to sell you

the book. This is how he makes a living.
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WTF fun foct #214b

Google has found GPA's and test scores to be
"worthless as a criteria for hiring"; they have teams
where 14% of their employees haven't gone to college
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WTF fun fact #8580

Russian has a similar proverb to "Necessity is the Mother of Invention"
that literally translates to "poor people are crafty”
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The Bajau peoples of South East Asia are the first known
humans that are genetically adapted to dive. Their bodies are
genetically modified for diving, so much so that they can dive at
around 200 ft deep for as long as 13 minutes.

) — =
U A
R COSES a
3 4 E . - - - -
~
A
- -

&

s 5 oy 455 (Sl (i ol (3 i 5o il (les
il oads S5l ol jo (59,8 L 5 (395 az e sl (S Bl 4 a5
el 0 )5l 0,5 L 5 05 Az el gl (S Blod @ Wil o
WWoogas G o (e £0) D98 Voo dgu> Gae U aiiled 0 a5 (gl aigS

177




www . takbook . com

During his Indian campaign, Alexander the great
encountered a tribe that hadn't discovered fire yet
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WTF fun tact #2175
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WTF fun fact #[33

People who complain frequently through
social media are more likely to suffer from
stress, anxiety and some form of depression.
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10% of ancient tools uncovered are designed for being left-handed,
indicating that in the last 10,000 years the proportion of the
population that is lefi-handed has remained consistent at 10%.
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Roughly 10% of people dream entirely in
black and white. This is predominantly made

up of older people who grew up with little

access to color TV. In the 1940s, studies
showed roughly 75% of Americans reported

"rarely” or "never" seeing color in dreams.
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A recent study found that goats can
differentiate between human facial
expressions and prefer to interact

with happy people.
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WTF fun fact #7710k

Up until 1978, the Mormon Church taught that
blacks were once an evil race of Jews who were
colored by God for their wickedness.
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There are already more than 250 people
cryopreserved (frozen) in the hope that one day the
technology will be invented to revive them and to
extend their lives.
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WTF fun foct #7175
Guy lives next to airport. Painted this on

roof to confuse passengers as they fly
overhead. He lives Milwaukee.
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WTF fun fact #1839
In January 2015, a tabby cat named Masha
helped save an abandoned baby in Russia
from freezing to death by staying beside him
to give him warmth while meowing to alert

someone. It didn't take long for someone to
hear and bring the baby to a hospital.
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In the case of a double rainbow, the
secondary rainbow is nearly twice as wide as
the primary bow. Another key feature of
double rainbows Is that the color sequence in
the second rainbow is reversed (VIBGYOR
vs ROYGBIV).
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Biotech company ISCA Technologies is
developing a human-scented cologne for cows
so that mosquitoes bite them instead of
humans. The cows are not at risk from Malaria
and can even be treated with insecticide to Kill
the mosquitoes that do bite them.
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WTF fun fact #5780
The heaviest human being ever recorded weighed 1400
Ib. At one point, he also lost approximately 924 Ib, the
largest human weight'loss ever documented.
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Human blood is cheaper than

printer ink.
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The reason hurricanes and cyclones have human names
is that the original meteorologist to name them, Clement
Wragge, began naming them after politicians he didn't
like. This let him say they were 'causing great distress' or
'‘wandering aimlessly’'.
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WTF fun toct #4581
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WTF fun fact #3580

Ironically, If a cockroach touches a
human, it runs to safety and cleans itself.
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WTF fun fact #27
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WTF fun fact #40%0

If every human alive today was piled into
the Grand Canyon, we wouldn't fill it up —

Image Landsat
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In 2011, a Brazilian man found a penguin covered in
oil and close to death. He nursed him back to health
and since then the Penguin swims 3 to 5 thousand
miles every year to spend time with his human
soulmate.
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WTF fun foct #7058

It takes your eyes about 15-20 minutes to
adjust to the dark. It takes roughly the same
amount of time for the sun to set.
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WTF fun fact #b31b

NASA funded a study that revealed if we continue
the way we are living, our civilization is headed for
collapse in the next few decades.
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Il humans have the ability to see ultraviolet
light, but it is passively filtered out by the
eye's lens. People who undergo surgery to

remove the lens can detect ultraviolet light
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en.Wikipedia.org

o A

The 1994 Black Hawk shootdown incident, was a friendly fire incident over
northern Iraq that occurred on 14 April 1994. The pilots of two United States Air
Force (USAF) F-15 fighter aircraft. operating under the control of a USAF airborne
warning and control system (AWACS) aircraft, misidentified two United States
Army UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters as Iraqi Mil Mi-24 "Hind" helicopters. The F-
15 pilots fired on and destroyed both helicopters, killing all personnel aboard.

Snook, ScottA. (2000). Friendly Fire: The Accidental Shootdown of U.S. Black Hawks over Northern Iraq.
Princeton University Press. pp. 3-4.
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Your pupils can expand by as much as
45% when looking at someone you love.
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We now have facial recognition
software for cats.
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WTE fun fact #3777

An infra-red device that detects
the location of a patient's veins
and project them on he skin.
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Try foods that you hated as a kid, your taste

buds change every 7 years and you're very

likely to enjoy most of the food you disliked.
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publishing.cdlib.org

Murdered in

Suicide, 9 prison, 9

Missing, 15 =

Tortured to
death, 45

Killed fighting,
Executed, 93 197

In Pahlavi era, between 1971-77, 368 guerrillas lost their lives. Of
these, 197 died 1n battles; 93 were executed by firing squads after
being condemned by military tribunals; and the remaining 78 were
summarily executed, 45 died under torture, or 9 committed suicide
just before capture (see the graph). Those committed suicide
probably includes some who blew themselves up with hand grenades
or took cyanide pills to prevent capture.

Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran, (University of
California), 1999, p. 103.
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publishing.cdlib.org
Workers, 21

Shopkeepers; 3

College students,
professionals, 20

Intellectuals, 5
Doctors, 5

Office employees,
20

Teachers, 30 High school
students, 8

In Pahlavi era, between 1971-77, 368 guerrillas lost their lives. In terms
of social background, almost all were from the young generation of the
intelligentsia. Only ten were older than thirty-five. women made their
first significant appearance. Constituting 11 percent of the dead, they
scored a number of firsts in Iranian history—the first woman to face a
firing squad, die under torture, take cyanide to evade capture, lose her
life in a street shootout, and write her prison memoirs. (See the chart for
the occupations of these guerrillas.)

Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran, (University of
California), 1999, p. 104.
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Manouchehr Ganji. a former Minister of Education of Iran in Pahlavi era from 1976
until 1979, wrote: “I recall a telephone conversation Prime Minister Hoveida had in
1975, in my presence, with a half brother of the Shah. who was at the time in South
America. That brother had approached a French firm for a kickback in return for a
Tehran contract. The matter had become public and was causing concern in France. I
recall also the issue of involvement of a cousin of the Queen, Hashem Khosravani,
who had managed to stop payment of some $20 million that was due to a very
reputable international Swiss firm, S.G.D.S. (Sociele Generale de Surveillance) unless
he received a substantial amount of kickback from that firm.”

Manouchehr Ganiji. Defying the Iranian Revolution: From a Minister to the Shah to a Leader of
Resistance. Praeger Publishers, 2002, p. 9.
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WTF fun fact #B%P
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The emperor penguin can dive to a depth of 1,850 ft
(565 m) - deeper than any other bird, and deeper than
the operational range of most naval submarines
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Empéror pengums “hillﬁddle tert"H'ervto keep warm during
Antarctica's brutal winter while they incubate their eggs.
They shuffle en mass every 30 to 60 seconds,

reordering themselves so every indiviual gets to cycle
through the warm, central part of the huddle.
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.P-eriguins_ ha e beA n known to push a fellow
penguin into the water to check if the area is
safe and free of predators
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Penguins’ legs are longer than they look
and they actually have knees.
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The Falkland Island minefields have become an
accidental nature preserve for penguins, who don't
weigh enough to set them off. The penguin
population there has grown to over 1 million.
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Penguins, and other marine birds, have a
supraorbital gland that filters salt from their
bloodstream, allowing them to ingest salt
water when catching their prey.
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Afncan buffalo herds dlsplay votlng behavior" to
indicate their travel preferences by standing up,
staring in one direction and then lying back down.
Only adult females vote
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and parked his car next to Lake Erie. When he came to
pick it up the next day, it had turned into this frozen-solid
ice sculpture.
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A hyena Iaughcan be heard
from three miles away.
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WTF fun fact #I'Hb

Polar bears have been observed
swimming continuously for

several hours and covering well
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'If'yo'u“eat 'al'polar bear liver,
you will die. Humans can't handle
that much vitamin A.
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Despite some broader urban legends,

studies how Polar bears are the only

type of bears known to be attracted to
women menstruating.
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WTF fun foct #7142

It is customary for the residents of Churchill, Manitoba

to leave their car doors unlocked in case you may need
to take shelter from a POLAR BEAR
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You are requ1red|nSvaIbard to carry a rifle
when leaving a settlement, in order to fend
off polar bears
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Polar bears clean their fur by face planting into the
snow and rubbing their bodies against the ground
while pushing themselves along with their back legs.
They obsess over being clean and dry because
matted, dirty, wet fur is terrible insulation.
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Evolution is causing Polar bears and Grizzly

bears to mate, creating a Grolar Bear which
have carnivorous polar bear behaviors in
bodies that are adaptable for warmer climates.
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In the hot summers, Koalas hug tree
trunks to keep cool. Some parts of
the tree can be nearly 9°F cooler than

the surrounding air.
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WTF fun fact #7206
Koala's have the lowest brain to body mass of any

mammal which means they are not very intelligent, for

example, they can on eat Eucalypitus on branches but

if you place the leaves on a plate, they would not be
smart enough to know it is food and eat it.

. S ) o)
RO | g I e T R 8 S b |
."-,\- a1t & s ' & '

GRS oM 039 N e Oy Sed 2P omb b YIS Sl >
Sl s Sheal lais Ll 4 el e los 4 siee )] laslews

STl s, o= o s ls 5l e Sl e sbS o Ll (Jlw
ol el S s hgal )@T s 8 Clads SO el S s ol

35,950 | C)] 9 ¢;*»‘lgg] slae

227



www . takbook . com

Books.google.fr

'

Manouchehr Ganji. a former Minister of Education of Iran in Pahlavi era from 1976
until 1979, wrote: “In the study group that I had created for the queen for more than
thirteen years, we often addresses the issue of corruption in Iran and submitted at least
thirty solid reports during those years with names of individuals, mostly relatives. one
minister, and others belonging to the court circle. The Queen invariably told me that

the Shah had said that those were all false rumors and fabrications.”

Manouchehr Ganji. Defying the Iranian Revolution: From a Minister to the Shah to a Leader of
Resistance. Praeger Publishers, 2002, p. 9.
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WTF fun fact #12476

Saffron is the world's most expensive spice
because it's so hard to produce. It takes
roughly 75,000 crocus flowers to produce
just one pound of saffron. Each tiny piece
must be plucked out of the flower by hand.
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In 2009, a sheep jumped off a 50-foot cliff in Turkey.
Then, for reasons no one can explain, the 1500 other
sheep it was grazing with committed mass suicide by

jumping as well. In the end, only about 450 sheep died
because most of them fell onto the soft pile of wool.
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Contrary to popular belief, goldfish do not have
short memories. There has never been any
science to back up this belief, yet people keep
repeating it. What 60 years research does
show Is that goldfish can have memories that
span weeks, months, and even years.
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WTF fun fact #5514
No one knows what Jesus looked like; "The artistic
depictions down the ages have total and complete

variation, which indicates that nobody did a portrait of

Jesus or wrote down a description, it's all been forgotten.
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WTF tun fact #[220

53 (02) Ml ol ol 5l pin o iy @Bly )0 () e oy L

-

RC PV N e

233



www . takbook . com

WTF fun fact #83[0
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WTF fun fact #114b

Just the tip of a Ball-point Pen
super magnified.
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Owen, a baby hippo, was swept away from his mother
during a tsunami. He then mistook a 130-year-old tortoise
for another hippo and the two have become best friends.
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Pablo Escobar's 4 pet hippos were unable to be
removed from his Colombian estate and were
left to fend for themselves. They have since
thrived in local rivers and grown to a population
of ~100 hippos. The are the only wild hippos
outside of Afrlca
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WTF fun fact #Ilb

Marius Els of South Africa adopted a baby
hippo he named Humphrey after it was rescued
from a nver. Five years later, the hippo dragged

him into the same river and killed him.
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Hippos often enjoy licking
massive crocodiles.
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A bill was proposed in 1910 to release hippos into the Louisiana
bayous, both as a way to clear out invasive river plants and
solve a critical shortage of meat. It was backed by Former
President Roosevelt and The New York Times, which praised
hippo meat as tasting like "lake cow bacon."
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WTF fun fact #5578
An ltalian NGO decided to teach Zambians how to grow food
and paid locals to grow tomatoes in a fertile valley that lacked
agriculture.When the tomatoes grew large and ripe, 200 hippos

came out from the river and ate everything. "That's why we
have no agriculture here", Zambians explained
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Early explorers described kangaroos as

creatures that had heads like deer, stood
upright like men, and hopped like frogs.
No one believed them.
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WTF fun fact #* 1
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A big group of women in the Ukraine have formed a modern
amazon tribe called Asgarda. Their goal is to have complete
autonomy from men, they train in different martial arts and
sciences, and live in the Carpathian Mountains.
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WTF fun foct #6712

You can survive without eating
for weeks, but you can only live
11 days without sleeping.
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WTF fun fact #28b

The divorce rate of couples whose wedding cost more than
$20,000 is 1.6 times higher than those whose wedding cost
between $5,000 and $10,000, and couples who spent $1,000 or
less had a lower-than-average rate of divorce.
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WTF fun fact #I23b

Studies show that people who overthink
tend to create problems for themselves
that weren’t there to begin with.
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25% of Spongebob Squarepants
ierr adults wit no children.
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WTF fun fact #44(0b

People who look young for their age have a higher life
expectancy than those who don't.
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WTF fun fact #2068
A guy who killed 70-100 people is now

roaming around free, because Brazil has

maximum penalty of 30 years.
(Pedro Rodrigues Filho)

LA

POLICIA

POLIC) e
A

avii. [ e

o 4 ol
69 L) sl Jlo Yo olaiy Oliles loy iSlas Ly j0 15w o0
(ol 508 0553 )09, 9,94

250



www . takbook . com

WTF fun fact #719
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WTF fun fact #4252

According to a study, impatient people
tend to be procrastinators.
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WTF fun fact #3047

For those who have trouble sleeping researchers say
that 1 week of camping, without electronics, resets
our biological body clock and synchronizes our
melatonin hormones with sunrise and sunset.
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WTF fun fact #3510

Almost 1 in 4 people with tattoos regret it,
meaning about 7.5 million Americans

A Slosdy ol 5l Wlos S 0sSI aS 6,8 Loz jo 5 L8 SO Ly s

254



www . takbook . com

The average IQ has been going up. If a typical
person from 1910 time-transported to the present,
they would have a mean IQ of 70, which is at the

border of mental retardation.
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in 1325 the two cities of Modena and Bologna had a war in
which 2000 people died after a man stole a bucket from
Bologna. Modena still has the bucket to this day.
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