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It is pretty certain that pastoral tribes with subsidiary agriculture who
created the archeological Srubnya(Kurgan) and Andorovo cultures of
steppes of Eastern Europe, Kazakhistan, and Soviet Central Asia in the 2™
millennium B.C. were the direct precursors of the Scythians and the Sacae,
i.e. of the “Eastern” Iranians. But this means that the division of the tribes
speaking Indo-Iranian (Aryan), into Indo-Aryan and Iranians, must have
antedates the creation of these two archeological cultures. It also means
that the ancestors of the speakers of Indo-Aryan and “Western” Iranian
idioms(Median, Persian and Parthian) must have reached the south-western
part of Central Asia and Easter Iran already earlier, by the end of the 3™ or
the beginning of the 2™ millennium B.C. During the 2" millennium a
considerable part of the population of the Iranian Plateu must already have

spoken Indo-Iranian languages, perhaps even Old Iranian languages.
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and the name of Ariana is further extended to a part of Persia and of
Media, as also to the Bactrians and Sogdians on the north; for these speak

approximately the same language, with but slight variations.
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Strabo/15B*.html
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These Medes were called anciently by all people Arians
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Kramer, Samuel, Noah 1963. The Sumerians. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press:
“In vocabulary, grammer, and syntax, however, Sumerian still stands alone
and seems to be unrelated to any other language, living or dead”.
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John Hayes, "Sumerian" 2nd printing, 1999, Muenchen
asled oo OUS ol dedie 3

"Sumerian has the distinction of being the oldest attested language in
the world. Spoken in the southern part of ancient Mesopotamia, the
Iraq of today, its first texts date to about 3100 BCE. Sumerian died
out as a spoken language about 2000 BCE, but it was studied in the
Mesopotamian school system as a language of high culture for almost
two thousand more years. A language-isolate, Sumerian has no
obvious relatives. Typologically, Sumerian is quite different from
the Semitic languages which followed it in Mesopotamia. It is
basically SOV, with core grammatical relationships marked by affixes

on the verb, and with adverbial relationships marked by postpositions,



which are cross-referenced by prefixes on the verb. It is split

ergative; the perfect functions on an ergative basis, but the

imperfect on a nominative-accusative basis.

Because Sumerian is an isolate, and has been dead for thousands of
years, special problems arise in trying to elucidate its

grammar. There are still major challenges in understanding its
morphosyntax, and very little is known about Sumerian at the discourse
level. This volume will describe some of the major questions still to

be resolved.
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These Turks came to form the bulk of the population there, and one Oguz
tribal chief, Osman, founded the Ottoman dynasty (early 14th century) that
would subsequently extend Turkish power throughout the eastern
Mediterranean. The Oguz are the primary ancestors of the Turks of
present-day Turkey. Little is known about the origins of the Turkic peoples,
and much of their history even up to the time of the Mongol conquests in

the 10th—13th centuries is shrouded in obscurity. Chinese documents of the

6th century AD refer to the empire of the T'u-chieh as consisting of two



parts, the northern and western Turks. This empire submitted to the
nominal suzerainty of the Chinese T'ang dynasty in the 7th century, but the
northern Turks regained their independence in 682 and retained it until

744. The Orhon inscriptions, the oldest known Turkic records (8th century),

refer to this empire and particularly to the confederation of Turkic tribes
known as the Oguz; to the Uighur, who lived along the Selenga River (in
present-day Mongolia); and to the Kyrgyz, who lived along the Yenisey
River (in north-central Russia). When able to escape the domination of the
T'ang dynasty, these northern Turkic groups fought each other for control
of Mongolia from the 8th to the 11th century, when the Oguz migrated
westward into Iran and Afghanistan. In Iran the family of Oguz tribes
known as Seljugs created an empire that by the late 11th century stretched
from the Amu Darya south to the Persian Gulf and from the Indus River
west to the Mediterranean Sea. In 1071 the Seljuqg sultan Alp-Arslan
defeated the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Manzikert and thereby
opened the way for several million Oguz tribesmen to settle in Anatolia.
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